ere’s a simple test for you. There

are only two questions. The correct
answers are provided at the end of this
article (no cheating). To help you out,
I'll even give you some seemingly palpa-
ble, but very wrong answers:

Question #1:
“What do landmen and dinosaurs have in

common?”

Wrong Answer:
“Extinction.”

Question #2:
“When will landmen no longer be needed?”

Wrong Answer:
“As soon as dll of the hydrocarbons have
been produced.”
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What do landmen and

dinosaurs have in common?

The answer is not what you
automatically think

by Gregory L. Jessup, CPL
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Now, I know almost everyone skipped
right to the correct answers (and don’t
think that I don’t know who you are}),
but that’s all right as 'm now going to
lay out the reasons behind the correct
responses along with some facts, figures and
a few educated presumptions and predica-
tions about our industry and its evolution.

® As the demand for energy increases,
petroleum usage will expand.

e Even though the utilization of hydro-
carbons may change, hydrocarbons
will be utilized in some form.

® Natural gas is the future.
- Because of deregulation, virtually
all of the electric power plants
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planned or under construction in
this county will be gas-fired.

These plants will represent a geo-
graphically diverse pool of modern,
efficient and environmentally
friendly electric power generation
facilities that will help meet energy
needs in the United States for
many years to come.

- Natural gas (andfor propane) will
be the fuel of the emerging hydro-
gen and fuel cell economy. Fuel
cell-powered cars are just around
the corner.

- Natural gas is in the center of all

discussions concerning energy sup-
ply, oil prices and fuel cells.
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- Environmental groups more readily

support natural gas initiatives
rather than the alternative hydro-
carbon choices.

- Natural gas is inexpensive and
plentiful. The Department of
Energy has forecasted annual natu-
ral gas consumption at 88 trillion
standard cubic feet increasing 3.3
percent per year. The current ulti-
mate recovery estimate is 13,800
trillion standard cubic feet.

e Total world energy demand will
increase by 2.1 percent per year.
By 2020, it will be 612 quads
(300,000,000 BOEPD). (International
Energy Annual, Energy Information
Administration) http:/fuwww.eia.doe.gov/

e A few examples of new and comple-
mentary soutces of energy are hydro-
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-able and accessible “go to” guy.
“You are the probletn solver, -

° Informatlon Keep up w1th

" pany and industry leaders, -
Network. Educate yourself, and
use all available resources .
mcludmg AAPL and local asso-

. ciation publications and semi--
nars. And, of course, remember
that experience 15 the b@st edu-’
cator. .

Malleablhty You must be -
capable of changing with the
times. We are dealing with- &
moving target, and we must
adapt as required, The need may
not always be for the drilling
prospect. ‘Rather, it may be fora
right-of-way for 2 communica-
tions line, a surface facility -
acquisition or a relay station. Be
a good scout and be prepared.
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" business changes. Talk to com- . -

gen, natural gas hydrates, enhanced
oil-recovery techniques allowing for
the exploitation of known petroleum
resources, coal gasification and
liquification, and don’t forget the tar
sands in northern Canada! The oil
and gas industry is alive and well and
will be here for generations to come.

Regardless of the twists, turns and
changes in the energy industry —
whether hydrocarbons, wind, water
or cow chips — we are an indispen-
sable group that is needed to get the
deal done!

Now that you know that the need for
landmen exists, you must be equipped to
take advantage of it! Here’s the obvious
formula that we all need to be reminded
of periodically.

Energy, in some form, will always be
needed, and deals will always need to be
negotiated and closed. Because of this,
landmen must be flexible. We must be
both willing and able to adapt to the sit-
uations that are constantly transforming
around us. Energy sources, needs and
rules may change, but regardless, we are
the problem solvers — the facilitators.
We make the deals happen. Bring us a
challenge, and we will come up with a
solution. Sounds easy enough, but as you

know, this ability comes with years of experi-
ence and a lot of good, solid education.

The AAPL has been the mainstay of
our profession in the area of education.
It consistently offers the newest and
most complete spin on what'’s happening,
or what might happen, in our industry.
That’s what it was designed to do, and
it does its job admirably. Through your
valuable AAPL membership, avail your-
self to the educational programs and
mountains of good and timely informa-
tion generated by our unique association.
Take advantage!

Lastly, continue doing the good work
that you have always done, and unlike
the dinosaur, you will never become
extinct. Good landmen are always
going to be valued, needed and
required by our industry. We’ll be
around for quite a while.

Question #1:
“What do landmen and dinosaurs have in

common?”

Correct Answer:

“They both have hydrocarbons in their future.”
Question #2:

“When will landmen no longer be needed?”

Correct Answer:
“Landmen will never become obsolete.” I
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